
 

1 |16 P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

Announcing Iraq’s First Gas Licensing Bid Round (18/6/2023)   

Due to domestic and international demand for natural gas, the First Gas [6th] Licensing 

Bid Round of Iraq was launched on the 18th of June 2023 via a low key announcement by 

Iraq’s Ministry of Oil of 11 new [patches] blocks with proven and prospective oil and gas 

potentials in western Iraq. According to the new minister of oil (Hayan Abdul-Ghani), the 

round includes exploration areas: 1. Tel Hajar in Ninawa Governorate, 2. Khleisia in Ninawa 

Governorate, 3. Anbar in Anbar Governorate; 4. Anah in Anbar Governorate, 5. Al-Anz in Anbar 

Governorate, 6. Akashat in Anbar Governorate; 7. North Rutbah in Anbar Governorate, 8. 

South Rutbah in Anbar Governorate, 9. Tubal in Anbar Governorate, 10. Al-Waleed in Anbar 

Governorate, and 11. Al-Quraynain in Al-Anbar and Najaf Governorates.                                       

No location map was supplied with the bidding announcement and the Block Locations Map 

shown here was compiled by Target Exploration Consultants. Click  for Target’s Analysis. 
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The guidebook to protecting and 

sustaining your national energy 

resources for future generations 

OUR OIL 
THE MAN AND THE CHALLENGES 
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The Paris Agreement (2015): Governments Agree on Combating Global Climate Changes.           

The Florence Declaration (2017): Governments Adopt and Agree to Work Closer to Advance Geothermal Energy 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/151fVqKDcp5FW0YXiEotIhhCeaAM4vGzA/view?usp=drivesdk
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/01/iran-iraq-exchange-accusations-over-water-flow#ixzz7Jenp8fSl
https://www.targetexploration.com/tar141.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/paris-agreement
https://www.irena.org/newsroom/pressreleases/2017/Sep/Governments-Adopt-Florence-Declaration-and-Agree-to-Work-Closer-to-Advance-Geothermal-Energy#:~:text=Florence%2C%20Italy%2C%2012%20September%202017%20%E2%80%94Governments%20have%20agreed,between%20public%20and%20private%20leaders%20Florence%20this%20week.
https://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/geothermal/
https://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/geothermal/
https://www.targetexploration.com/mena2022.pdf
https://medium.com/predict/forget-fusion-the-future-of-energy-is-already-here-519ffd2448a9
https://medium.com/predict/forget-fusion-the-future-of-energy-is-already-here-519ffd2448a9
https://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/offshore-geothermal-in-iceland-and-small-scale-development-in-indonesia/?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=news
https://andrewmtanner.medium.com/how-the-ukraine-crisis-is-a-consequence-of-the-iraq-war-bd4b4f3e5fa0
https://andrewmtanner.medium.com/?source=post_page-----bd4b4f3e5fa0-----------------------------------
https://www.targetexploration.com/VID-20210723-WA0057.mp4
https://www.targetexploration.com/VID-20210723-WA0057.mp4
https://assets.geoexpro.com/uploads/d6cfbd51-014a-4dc8-ac26-325b6a0364f3/Geoscience_Magazine_GEO_ExPro_v18i5_web%20v2.pdf
https://eand.co/britain-is-in-denial-about-the-catastrophic-consequences-of-brexit-a9a11a7fb257
https://www.cornell.edu/video/muawia-barazangi-oil-wealth-declining-science-in-arab-world
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https://www.targetexploration.com/mena22.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/corruption_in_the_oil_industry.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/iraqi_waters.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/iraqi_waters.pdf
https://videos.space.com/m/gkgTGJOP/martian-winter-wonderland-frost-snow-and-extreme-cold-on-the-red-planet-explained?list=9wzCTV4g
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 A stop in our Fieldtrip TarT-3: Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar: A Window to Mesozoic Petroleum Systems of the Middle East, Muscat, Oman. 
 

 A session in our course TarC-3: Petroleum Geology and Typical Fields of the Sultanate of Oman.  

https://www.targetexploration.com/TarT-3.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/TarC-3.pdf
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1. Al-Kubaisi, B. (2022) Basin analysis of the Middle - Upper Jurassic succession, 

northern Iraq. (MENA 2022) 
 

2.  Al-Kubaisi, B. (2022) Quantitative evaluation of generated and migrated oil of 

the Middle - Upper Jurassic succession, northern Iraq. (MENA 2022) 

3. Ibraheem, E.K. (2022) Sources of CO2 and greenhouse gases emissions in Iraq: 

Commitments and steps to reduce these gases to near zero. (MENA 2022) 
 

4. Ibraheem, E.K. (2022) The gas industry in Iraq: An overview of reserves, 

requirements and challenges. (MENA 2022) 
 

5. Ibrahim, MW. (2022) Disputed Arabian economic borders in E. Mediterranean, 

Iraq and the Arabian Gulf. (MENA 2022) 
 

6. Ibrahim, MW. (2022) Drop or develop Arabian giant oilfields in the crossover to net zero? The case of Iraq. (MENA 2022) 
 

7. Ibrahim, MW. (2022) Geological perspective of global climatic and sea level changes. (MENA 2022) 

8. Ibrahim, MW. (2022) New risks for offshore Arabian energy operations: The Suez Canal Ever-given case. (MENA 2022) 
 

9. Ibrahim, MW. (2022) Recent global climatic and sea level changes: An update. (MENA 2022) 
 

10. Warrak, M. (2022) What is the future of Arab oil and gas by 2050 in a zero-emission world? (MENA 2022) 

https://www.targetexploration.com/MENA2022.PDF
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/men2022.pdf
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1. Ibrahim, MW and L. Dumont (2021) New: Middle East Special Interest Group, June 

2021 PESGB Mag. p.12. IBRAHIM 2021A      
 

2. Ibrahim, MW and MH Al-Azzawi, (2021) Obituary: Adnan Samarrai (1934-2021). AAPG 

Bull. V.105, N.10 (Oct. 2021), pp.2125-2126. IBRAHIM 2021B 
 

3. Ibrahim, MW. and B. Al-Kubaisi (2021) Ramifications of Saudi Aramco’s new Lower 

Paleozoic discoveries on the prospectivity of Lower Paleozoic play fairways of Iraq, 

Jordan and Syria. [Extended Abstract]. The 2nd Conference of Iraqi Deserts, organised by 

the Geology Department of Al-Anbar University, Al-Anbar, Iraq.13-15 October 2021, 

Abstracts Book, 232p. pp.164-168. IBRAHIM 2021C     

1. 1. Ibrahim, MW. (2020) Regional Upshots of Aramco’s New (2020) Paleozoic Discoveries in Saudi Arabia, Petroleum Exploration Society of Great Britain, 

December 2020 PESGB Magazine, pp. 25-26. IBRAHIM 2020 

1. 1. Ibrahim, MW. (2019) Extended Abstract, Geologic, Seismic, Climatic and 

Oil Production Controls on Hydrocarbon Seepages at Al-Ahmadi Town, 

South-eastern Kuwait. AAPG Hedberg Research Conference, Hydrocarbon 

Microseepage: Recent Advances, New Applications, and Remaining 
 

https://members.pesgb.org.uk/blog/view/PESGB_June_Magazine_2021_Click_here__9rd
https://archives.datapages.com/data/bull_memorials/105/105010/samarrai-oct21.htm?q=%2BtextStrip%3Aadnan+%2BauthorStrip%3Aibrahim
https://www.targetexploration.com/ibrahim2021b.pdf
https://members.pesgb.org.uk/blog/view/PESGB_December_Magazine_2020_Click_here_xB5
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Challenges, 18-20 June 2019, Houston, Texas. USA. IBRAHIM 2019A 

 

2. 2. Ibrahim, MW. (2019)  Petroleum Systems, Exploration Plays and 

Typical Fields of Offshore Kuwait. Abstract and [ppp] in MENA 2019 Oil 

and Gas Conference (The Gulf), the 12th Middle East and North Africa Oil 

and Gas Conference, 18-19 Sep. 2019,organised by Target Exploration at 

the Imperial College, London, UK., 54P. and one PDF CD. MENA 2019B 

 

3. 3. Ibrahim, MW. (2019)  Petroleum Systems, Exploration Plays of 

Offshore Iraq. Abstract and [ppp] in MENA 2019 Oil and Gas Conference 

(The Gulf), the 12th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas 

Conference, 18-19 Sep. 2019,organised by Target Exploration at the 

Imperial College, London, UK., 54P and one PDF CD. MENA 2019C 

 

4. 4. Ibrahim, MW. (2019)  Petroleum Exploration, Development and 

Production Implications of Structural Evolution of On-and Off-shore Kuwait. Abstract and [ppp] in MENA 2019 Oil and Gas 

Conference (The Gulf), the 12th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 Sep. 2019,organised by 

Target Exploration at the Imperial College, London, UK., 54P and one PDF CD. MENA 2019D 

 

5. 5. Ibrahim, MW, G. Reeh and B. Al Kubaisi (2019) Contribution of Volcanics to Hydrocarbon Production of Fractured 

Reservoirs of Libya: A Review. Poster Abstract, p.122, in Abstract Volume of Africa E&P Conference, Organised by the PESGB 

at the Kensington Olympia, London, UK. 1-2 October 2019, 176p.    

 

http://www.searchanddiscovery.com/pdfz/documents/2020/20474ibrahim/ndx_ibrahim.pdf.html
https://www.targetexploration.com/mena19.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/mena19.pdf
https://www.targetexploration.com/mena19.pdf
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6. 6. Ibrahim, MW. (2019) Geologic, Seismic, Climatic and Oil Production Controls on Hydrocarbon Seepages at Al-Ahmadi 

Town, South-Eastern Kuwait. SPE Extended Abstract No. 198151, Kuwait Oil & Gas Show and Conference, 13-16 October 

2019, organised by SPE at Kuwait International Fair, Mishrif, Kuwait. IBRAHIM 2019F 

 

7.  7. Ibrahim, MW and T. Christoffersen (2019) Petroleum Systems and Exploration Plays of Offshore Kuwait. SPE Paper No. 

198081, Kuwait Oil & Gas Show and Conference, 13-16 October 2019, organised by SPE at Kuwait International Fair, Mishrif, 

Kuwait. 11p. Ibrahim & Christoffersen 2019 

 Trond Christoffersen (1), Katerina Krylova (2), Howard Davies (3), 

Muhammad W. Ibrahim (4)(2018) Re-imaging extensive regional 

offshore seismic survey and database is stimulating a new offshore 

exploration cycle in the Middle Eastern Gulf countries. [Abstract], 

New Advances In Quantitative Seismic Reservoir Characterization, 

SEG/DGS Workshop, 4-5 March 2018, Manama, Bahrain.  
 

  Ibrahim, MW and B. Al-Kubaisi (2018) Geothermal gradient anomalies of hydrocarbon entrapment at Southern North Sea basin, UKCS: a mature 

basin rejuvenation technique. 13:55, 6/3/2018, Room 2, Session7: Exploration Technology. Geo 2018 Conference and Exhibition, 5-8 March 2018, 

Manama, Bahrain.  

https://doi.org/10.2118/198151-MS
https://www.targetexploration.com/Ibrahim&Christoffersen2019.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/GGS_Abstract_SEG_Workshop_07112017.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/GGS_Abstract_SEG_Workshop_07112017.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/GGS_Abstract_SEG_Workshop_07112017.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/GGS_Abstract_SEG_Workshop_07112017.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/GGS_Abstract_SEG_Workshop_07112017.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/GGS_Abstract_SEG_Workshop_07112017.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018A.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018A.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018A.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018A.pdf
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 Ibrahim, MW and G. Reeh, (2018) Geothermal gradient anomalies of hydrocarbon entrapment at central Sirte basin, Libya:  a mature basin 

rejuvenation technique.15:35, 6/3/2018, Room 6, Session 17: Non-Seismic Case Studies. Geo 2018 Conference and Exhibition, 5-8 March 2018, 

Manama, Bahrain. 

 

 

 

MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa 

Oil and Gas Conference,  18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, 

London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA2017 Oil & Gas Conference 
 

http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018B.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018B.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018B.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2018B.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17course4.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17course4.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/targetcourse3-oman.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/targetcourse3-oman.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17course4.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/MENA17.PDF
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1. Ibrahim, MW. (2017B) Using geothermal gradient anomalies of hydrocarbon entrapment in rejuvenating 

mature basins and identifying missed and bypassed traps, 1P Abstract, Geothermal Cross Over Technology 

Workshop. Organised by AAPG Europe Section, Collingwood College; Durham University, UK. 25th - 26th April 

2017. IBRAHM 2017B 

 

2. Ibrahim, MW. (2017C) Geothermal gradient anomalies of hydrocarbon entrapment of central Sirte Basin, 

Libya: a mature basin rejuvenation technique, Pp.152-153 extended abstract, Abstracts volume, 16th African 

conference, organised by the PESGB at Business Design Centre, London, UK. on 31 August-1 September 

2017. 172p. IBRAHIM 2017C 
 

3. Reeh, G., T. Reston, T. Aïfa and M. Ibrahim. (2017D)  Periclinal folding, faulting, relation to shearing: 

Sabratah Basin west offshore Libya, Extended abstract , Abstract volume,  16th African conference, organised 

by the PESGB at Business Design Centre, London, UK. on 31 August-1 September 2017. 172p. REEH 2017D 
 

4. Ibrahim, MW. (2017E) Geological perspectives of global climatic and sea level changes. Abstract and [ppp] in 

MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil 

and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, 

London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

5. Ibrahim, MW. (2017F) Offshore Iraq: Petroleum systems and exploration plays of a frontier area in the 

Arabian Gulf. Abstract and [ppp] in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and 

Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

6. Ibrahim, MW. (2017G) Application of compensated geothermal gradients (CGG-ESTI©) method in mature basins rejuvenation and prospects 

 

25-26 April 2017, Durham 
University, Durham, U.K. 

 

http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM_AAPG_2017.PDF
http://www.targetexploration.com/IBRAHIM2017C.PDF
http://www.targetexploration.com/REEH2017D.PDF
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/geothermal-cross-over-technology-workshop-durham-uk-april-25-26-2017/
http://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/geothermal-cross-over-technology-workshop-durham-uk-april-25-26-2017/
http://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/geothermal-cross-over-technology-workshop-durham-uk-april-25-26-2017/
http://www.thinkgeoenergy.com/geothermal-cross-over-technology-workshop-durham-uk-april-25-26-2017/
https://www.pesgb.org.uk/events/african-ep-conference/
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generation. Abstract and [ppp] in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and 

Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

7. Ibrahim, MW. (2017H) Geological review of hydrocarbon seepages in Ahmadi, Kuwait. Abstract and [ppp] in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference 

(Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration 

at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

8. Ibrahim, MW. (2017I) Global climatic and sea level changes: IRAQ as an example. Abstract of standby paper in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference 

(Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration 

at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

9. Ibrahim, MW. (2017J) Global climate and sea level changes: USA as an example. Abstract of standby paper in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference 

(Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration 

at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

 Ibrahim, MW. (2017K) Impact of sand and dust storms on the feasibility, efficiency and sustainability of solar energy projects in MENA: the Kuwait 

case. Abstract of standby paper in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and 

Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017

11. Reeh, Giuma1, Dr. David Boote 2 and Dr. T. Reston (2017L), Subsidence history of Sabratah Basin, North African margin, (Abstract), in MENA 2017 Oil 

and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised 

by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 
 

 Warrak, M. (2017M) Future energy perspective for the UAE, in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle 

East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and 

http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
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one PDF CD. MENA 2017

13. Warrak, M. (2017N) Late Quaternary diapirism in the southern Arabian Gulf: the Zirku salt plug. in MENA 2017 Oil and Gas Conference (Energy 

Crossovers of MENA),  the 11th Middle East and North Africa Oil and Gas Conference, 18-19 September 2017, organised by Target Exploration at the 

Imperial College, London, UK., 50P and one PDF CD. MENA 2017 

 

1. 14. Ibrahim, MW (2017A). Geological Review of Gas Seepages at Ahmadi, Kuwait, 2nd 

Kuwait International HSE Conference and Exhibition, 15-16 Feb. 2017, Regency Hotel, 

Kuwait. Kuwait Petroleum Corp. 

Click to access >175 Papers and Presentations by Target Exploration’s Consultants. 
 
Click to access > 200 Papers and Presentations at Target Exploration’s Conferences.   
 

In addition to being a KOC’s overseas supplier Target Exploration Consultants 

Target EC is a supplier (JSRS) of The Ministry of Energy and Minerals of Oman

http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/mena17.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/SLP.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/CLP.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/CLP.pdf
http://www.targetexploration.com/profile.PDF
http://www.globaleventslist.elsevier.com/events/2017/02/2nd-kuwait-international-hse-conference-exhibition/
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